AA306 Shakespeare

Antony and Cleopatra



Shakespeare’s sources

North's Plutarch. vital source pormany
writers o fthe time

Clearly Shakespeare’s primary source or

Ac C

Striking parallels between the two texts
epg> Fnobarbus “The barge she satm...”
Il i—

Other sources< edg Suetoniusc The Lives of
the Twelve Caesars

Sources laraelu antr? mpenrialist



...and others

Many other possible sources.

Chaucer- Legend of Good Women
Cinthio< Cleopatra

Ete>ete>— the story s a well known onel>

.see Bullough< Narrative and Dramatic
sources of Shakespeare: Vol>V~

But Plutarch remais mapr source



Characterization

* NB.not character

* How does Shakespeare present the
charactersx

* Fgrs first image o f Antony.
The triple pillar o fthe world trans prmed
Ihto a strumpet's pol “Bi—



Enobarbus on Cleopatra




T'MA pcus

The TMA guidance notes say.

How does Shakespeare use Plutarchx
Detailded comparison

Political and moral dimension

Proximity and dwergence



Suggested approach

* Take up the guidance note suggestion to
mve stigate Plutarch’s presentation. how
does he present the charactersx

* What worldview does Plutarch display*

* How 1s this re fected i the presentation o f
characterk



Compare with Shake speare

* Shakespeare is concerned with dramatic
presentation®> so events are elided< detais

changed- etc> pr dramatic e flect etg>
mamage to Octavia~—

* Key passages to be identified

* Close reading o fboth Shakespeare and
Plutarch



Close reading

* Ihmagery: language«< poetic e fectsc position
mn texts context: speaker etcd>

* Plutarch. mtentions< implict and explicit
atttude s< language< b s>



Structure

Maybe.

Intro — genre diferences

Plutarch’s account —commentary
Shakespeare’s versions in comparison

Conclusions
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